2007

200 years Brothers of Charity 

 20 years Triest Home 

2 years Tabor Community House 
5 years Associate Members
 10 years married 





Peter-Joseoph Triest and the origin of the Brothers of Charity.

On 28 December 1807 the Brothers of Charity were founded by Peter-Joseph Triest in Ghent. 

Canon P.-J. Triest was born in Brussels on 31 August 1760 as the ninth child of the family.  He was ordained in a very unsettled time and devoted his whole life to indigent, lowly and marginal people.  He was moved by the needs of his time when only children of the rich enjoyed education, when disabled and psychiatric patients were excluded, sometimes shut up and kept in chains as in Gerardd the Devil castel in Ghent.  Triest sought and found volunteers to take care of the abundant people or to teach the children of the poor.  Together with Dr Joseph Guislain he founded Guislain Hospital.  He founded four religious Congregations who focused on social relief.  He wanted his action to be continued by Sisters and Brothers; he remains great in them!  He died on 24 June 1836. Some of his last words were “Date et dabitur vobis” (Give and you will be given).  

Till today the Brothers of Charity have developed a culture of the caritas all over the world.  The Congregation got the apostolic approbation in 1899, and spread Triest’s spirituality from Ghent to all continents in 25 countries.  Besides the traditional sectors of education, care of the disabled and psychiatry care, other projects for the specific needs of our time and culture were developed.  The international dimension of the Congregation is a source of solidarity and community-promoting.  The preferential care for the poor surpasses time and culture. 

On 11 January 2002 the big family of the Brothers of Charity was extended. From then on associate members joined the Brothers.  They are members of the Congregation, but not religious.  They are people who, with their own status of life, want to co-operate with the Brothers of Charity.  Some of them are actually associated to a define religious community.  They promise to live and work in the spirit of the Brothers of Charity.  

In 2007 the Congregation of the Brothers of Charity commemorate their foundation 200 years ago during which they have been caring for needy people as consecrated Brothers.  Triest’s charism has been kept alive unaldulterated.  The history of this Congregation is one of a group of people.  It is  the story about caring, teaching and solicitude for the poorest given to a countless number of people. 

This story is continued in many more countries and cultures, but also among us…

Triest Home – Tabor Community House, a home for our fellow men… 

Triest Home originated from the Brothers community of the Holy Angels linked to Dr. Guislain Hospital.  Homeless and poor people came knocking at the Brothers’ door for money and food.  Perhaps they wanted something more: a chair to rest on, a table to sit at, a fellow man willing to listen to them.  Brothers Godfried Bekaert and Clariet were moved by this new need and established Triest Home at a short distance of the Brothers’ house.  It was officially opened on 22 September 1986.  Till today its door is still open, and so is Tabor Community House, to the poorest from 9 am till 4.30 pm, and from 8 pm till 9 am.  The work is done by Brothers, associate members, co-workers and many volunteers.  We reach out to the poorest to offer them a genuine home.  It matters to avoid getting stuck into structures – they should be adjusted to the actual needs in the city of Ghent today.   Besides the loneliness of the poor, we have had to do with the jobless in the past three years and fugitives, families without a roof above their head, hungry people without a minimum income.  Thus a project, Tabor Community House, developed within the Triest Home project.  On 18 December 2004 Tabor House opened its door and some fifty people have been accommodated there since.  It is a kind of sheltered living within the Triest Home project. is Tabor open. 

In all we do at Triest Home and Tabor House we try to be there for our fellow men.  To put it in P.-J. Triest’s words: “Love gives power which nature cannot provide.”  We are no hospital nor therapeutic facility; we want to provide people with a “home”.  Only the therapy of love is to be found there… The story of Triest Home and Tabor House is continued in line with the following objectives: 
1. We want to build an authentic life and work community with the people who are making use of our eating-house, with the homeless of our night accommodation, with the residents of Tabor Community House, with our co-workers and supporters – a real home for those who have to go without one…
2.We are no profitable project but try to be self-sustaining.  We create room for voluntary engagement so that we can face the crushing power of the exclusion from the labour market by having our people and volunteers participating in Triest Home. 

3. Supporting  our people teaches them to fend for themselves.
4.  We want to guide the poor families in the education of their children.
5. We want to help the refugees to integrate with the world of the poor.
6. We want young people to have contact with our people of the Ivth world.  We aim at making our spirituality known to young people.  Within Triest Home the heart of our founder, P.-J. Triest, is beating. 

10 yeare married…

On 22 March 1997 Ruth and I got married at the Brugsepoort in Ghent.  We chose purposefully to live in that neighbourhood, near Triest House.  On our wedding day we opted not only for each other and for a christian education of our children, but also for the poor around us.  This option led us to the Brothers of Charity.  As associate members of the Brothers of Charity we feel that we belong to the community – a community who cares first of all for the poorest.  This spirituality is of great importance for us.  We prefer to involve this aspect into the education of our children.  In fact we are linked to the international community of the noviciate at Maria-Aalter.  Opting for the poorest in the first place is not always obvious or easy; that is why we feel supported by the big family of the Brothers of Charity. 

Together with Arthur, Jacob, Martha and Nadine, we Ruth and I continue writing our story within the Congregation of the Brothers of Charity.             

Werner Van de Weghe, associate member of the Brothers of Charity

